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| The Family, Learning to Go Without.

Introduction - Age-old Questions about Poverty.

Every child in the world is poor. Why do | clsgoto say this right at the outset? All of the
world's children are poor simply because they tetglly on adults and the adult world for
everything in life. Doesn't the way children lofak love, joy, and peace, and discover truth
and beauty, depend on whether or not the peoplewhbm they are living share these riches
with them?

Yet we know that all around the world there ataldren who will never have the
opportunity to discover its wonders, or to meetpkeple who build and shape it. There are
children whose families and friends have nothinghare simply because they struggle too
hard to stay alive. These are the children of rngise

Thus we are immediately confronted by two typé<hildren and also by two types of
poverty. The one grows out of dependence; therothe of abandonment. The former is a
temporary state, one which can empower human beioggrow and to make their
contribution to the future. The latter is a poyewhich destroys a person's life, stifles
growth, buries hope and chokes off any faith infthare.

We must be very careful to make this distinctidren we talk about poverty. It has always
raised questions and still is the cause of muclatgeblt did so even when the Church was
founded. The first of the Beatitudes offers thestrgiriking example of this. In St. Luke's
Gospel it says: "Blessed are you the poor!" Jesxwdamation stops there. However St.
Matthew goes further: "Blessed are the poor initspirHe allows us to give a spiritual
meaning to poverty as a state we can freely cho@sing poor under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit enables all human beings, even the,richfeel concerned by the Beatitudes.
They are concerned, if they learn to free themseinam all worldly goods.

Today, allow me to take up this debate with pegause | know how upset you feel about
the injustice of our world. Your hearts are shakgrthe fact that millions upon millions of
families live their daily lives in misery. Condesthto put all their strength and resources
into the struggle to survive, these families aeatied with contempt and beaten down by the
hunger, ignorance, and rejection they have to endurknow that all of this disturbs you
greatly.

| feel that you are ready and willing to respaagour Christian calling, to live out the truth
that, "Every man is my brother in and through J&Shsst.” | feel too, that you want to see
your children grow up with the same concern foirtheighbors in poverty that you learned
from your parents.



1. Where Do We Turn in order to Understand our Misson?

Already | hear you asking me: How on earth canclvange all of this? That is always the
first question that comes to our minds, and | kibat it concerns you deeply. Certainly, you
are looking candidly at the state of our world, @ociety, our parishes, and our families.
Despite all of the ideals upon which you have bwydur lives, you are well aware that
injustice is all around you. You know that somegle are left out in the cold to suffer
terribly and that this happens even in your owngbas and neighborhoods, in the villages
and towns of your own countries.

Often, without noticing it, you shut all of thmut of your minds. But it only needs a
disaster, a really cold spell, someone found dedte street or a T.V. show on the famine in
the Sahara, for you to recall the condition of éhsnilies, to be reminded of the suffering of
the very poor. Do you remember last January, Huvelsed everyone was by that couple who
were trying to, "give away their child", even befoit was born, simply because they had
absolutely nothing and wanted to make sure it wbiale a future!

In the face of such suffering you must surelyeaghat we cannot talk about ourselves as
being poor, deprived, or wounded. Furthermoreyagiscover how the poorest people are
abandoned, how can we begin to answer our chiklgreéstions? How do we deal with the
arguments of young people in our own families, viumdahe name of justice, refuse to get
involved in parish-life because the poor are notlenaelcome? We teach the young that the
poor are our brothers in Christ, God's chosen dngsyhat are we doing to demonstrate that
this is true? It worries us and we find ourselasking how to do better, how to change
things?

In order to understand our mission and to gabetéer grasp of our responsibilities, let us
now turn our attention to Jesus' family, which whas family of the Son of God and the
model-family for all others. Indeed it was throulis family that Jesus taught us what a
family which never ceases to relate to the veryrpdots time, a family with a true mission,
is and ought to be.

Looking at his family, how could we possibly gaghat God chose a life of extreme poverty
for his Son as a way to save mankind? Born andgdgutside of the city-walls, Jesus knew
the meaning of poverty and rejection from his owpegience. The temptation in the desert
makes it clear yet again, that for Christ himstlfs had to be a matter of personal choice and
not accidental circumstances. In the hour of émsptation, he freely chose his Father's plan.
Indeed he knew that if he lived the life of the twasetched of all, he would be able to save
all people, leaving nobody out. He knew that iflived the life of the most wretched, they
would be able to assert from then on without amgstjon: "Christ also came to save me".

It follows that by finding out what Jesus' faynivas like, we can also address the question
of our own responsibilities as believers, as mahwaomen of faith. In this way Jesus' family
can lead us to a clearer understanding of what wst oo in order to eradicate poverty. Let
us try again then to discover this family together.

2. The Family of Jesus.



Jesus' family was an ordinary family, just aeotfamily of the peopleHe was born into it
just like any other child who is born into the wbrlHe grew up in it just like any other child
grows up in the world. This means then that JeBdsnot bypass birth, childhood, and
adolescence. He did not suddenly turn up as thethst Israel was expecting. As St. Luke
says on two separate occasions, "Jesus grew bdaibdy and in wisdom, gaining favor with
God and man".

As for his parents, Mary and Joseph, like amgpig, had to build up their marriage and
their home. Just like Jesus they did not suddappbear as fully-developed actors in the midst
of human history. They too had a childhood andd@dwmiescence. Only the angel's appearance
was able to change their lives, turning upside ddventraditional order of things and leading
them toward conflict.

Even though Mary was pregnant, Joseph took sidrisawife because he loved her deeply.
From this point of view, Jesus' family appears $oag one which is especially unique in its
poverty. Still aren't there other things that m#tkso special? Looking at it more closely, we
see that right from the beginning it seems to Haeen uprooted, not really fitting in. Jesus'
family came from a little community in Galilee ofhese existence in those days there is no
clear proof.

In fact, Joseph, coming as he did from Davids, [found no room in Bethlehem which was
nonetheless his forefathers' homeland. No onectegéim, no one wanted him there. He
was just one more left out in the cold with hisgmant wife. The only refuge he could offer
to Mary was a cave, placing him among the aredtsasts.

At that time such caves were used as shelterthdyshepherds and especially by those
without any work for the winter and with only a feskeep to call their own. No doubt they
also served as a shelter for other poor peopléwsit and robbers. The Zealots who opposed
Roman rule probably used them as well. St. Luks tleat, "All who heard", were amazed at
what the shepherds had to say about the child Jesng brought into the world like this,
outside of the city, where outcasts lived. Thisvlsy | imagine the cave being packed with
people who like Mary and Joseph had nowhere to stay

Jesus was born into a world of misery and dedpg helplessness, perhaps because of it,
this child and his parents became the center ehtidin. Such is the vulnerability of a child
born in these circumstances that it never failsntake others act with tenderness and
solidarity towards it. | have witnessed this stenfall over the world.

| have seen it in New York, in the apartmentaofamily who didn't even have enough
money to feed themselves and yet who welcomed emeryvho came to them for shelter
regardless of class or race. The mother was alivagsd to say, "How could | possibly leave
them outside.”

Then one day a young mother, just out of hokmitane to take refuge in her house with her
new born baby. She was hiding from the social wkvho wanted to take her baby away
from her. At that moment, just as in Bethleherhaabund her swung into action. Another
poor family gave her a cradle. Some children wercking on doors to ask for some milk
and baby-clothes... When the social workers fatiednother and child in the apartment, the
family who lived there and all of their neighbowsrped to their defence. They pointed to the
cradle, saying, "Look, we've thought of everythihg's even got his own bed!"



Isn't this what happened in Bethlehem? Cestaimhen they saw Mary and Joseph, people
must have gone running to find food and milk fog thother Surely, they must have said to
themselves, "We can't leave her like that! Andesus, weak and helpless like any new-born
baby, and even more vulnerable, because of therfyaviehis family, brought out the love of
those around him.

The shepherds, used to living out in the opensidered by many to be rough and uncouth,
could never have imagined for a momehnat the Messiah would come to them. In the
presence of a child in a manger, they realizedhbawvas God's chosen one; they realized that
this child had been given to them, the meek and-kurifering. He had been given to them,
people who had to struggle for a living, sometirhasing to steal to make ends meet. They
recognized that he was given to shepherds like thbm were even denied the right to take
the witness stand in court, classed as rituallyurap that he was given to these Jews
considered unworthy of learning the Torah. In &ddito this when they looked at this child,
these shepherds, these untrustworthy, ignorant |@eogheld the glory of God. They
understood the meaning of God's plan for salvatidhey sensed that this family had been
sent to them as a sign of God's love.

If this child attracted those around him by ha&lplessness, he also attracted others who
were "keeping watch by night". | am thinking obse "Wise Men", obsessed by their thirst
for knowledge and understanding of the universd, y@arning for a change in the world. |
can see the Wise Men on the look out for such siggashing sight of a star in the night-sky.
They realized that this very star was a sign tbatething new was happening. And so they
set out immediately. No doubt many others sawstheat the same time. Yet the Wise Men
were the only ones who were prepared to act aneke Itlaeir home-country and security
behind them. Because they agreed to let go dhisll they were able to find the very answer
that they had been waiting for. They too saw thi&dovith Mary and Joseph in their state of
complete helplessness and yet fell on their kneés® him.

Later in the Temple, Mary and Joseph were ongainato experience their own
powerlessness. For the Jews, the Temple was titerad their faith. It was God's throne on
earth, a symbol of His presence amongst them. patents therefore would come to the
Temple to dedicate their first-born son. As a iiaer on behalf of their child, the poorest
people had to offer a pair of doves. This washat Mary and Joseph could afford. What an
extraordinary way for God to humble Himself by ilegt His only Son be valued at no more
than a pair of doves - and later, at thirty pieziesilver.

As an adult, Jesus was to reject this kind platation of God the Father by the priests, the
learned, and the rich. The basis of his attackhenTemple and the religious leaders of his
time was that they denied access to God to thenarglipeople and above all to the poor.
Jesus was later to overturn the tables of the mohaggers and to drive out the tradesmen.
He was to condemn all of the bloody sacrifices Whoaly the rich could afford and which
they claimed as the only means of obtaining Gamgiveness. For him, God's grace was not
simply reserved for those with enough money to &dwgalf or a lamb. God would not allow
Himself to be bought. God gave Himself to everypbadd especially to the poorest, to the
hungriest and the thirstiest, to those who weretrable to receive Him. This is why He gave
His Son for the price of two doves, the offering proor could afford.



It was also there in the Temple that Simeon, Wwha renounced all worldly goods and only
looked forward to the coming of the Savior, undesdtthe full meaning of salvation when he
took this poor child in his arms. Yet, at the satinge, Simeon foretold the rejection and
turmoil that Jesus would cause when he grew up. pidé@hesied that many would fall
because Jesus' coming would not merely have aoedigmpact. It would affect every aspect
of social and political life. Herod, who held angower by violence, understood this only too
well. He instinctively hated this child and waspared to kill him, because he knew that
Jesus, this child of misery, would put his own poimedanger.

It stands to reason that by giving hope to thergmalized, this new-born child would
reawaken the worst fears and rivalries amongstetivdso had the most to lose. He would
rekindle the hostilities and anxiety of those wilaa Imever learned to deprive themselves or to
get down on their knees. It is hard to imagine dhguish which would haunt the powerful
from then on. How awful for them to realize thaeachild, just by his very existence, could
give birth to new ideas, could lead to debatesclhanges of heart, and therefore to
renouncement of possessions.

3. Mary and Joseph, Parents who strip off the supduous.

Don't we feel in every family this experience odirig@ing to give up things, when we accept
each other for what we are, each one of us with @un emotions, personality, and
aspirations? Jesus, in his flesh, went throughctgxahe same apprenticeship. He
experienced this deprivation when his parents vianeed to flee into Egypt; he learned what
it meant in the village of Nazareth in Galilee, les grew in grace and wisdom under the
watchful eyes of his parents and neighbors.

Galilee was no peaceful paradise. Many of thalas, who were in open rebellion against
Roman rule and Herod's collaboration with the pagaame from this area. Galilee had also
seen the birth of a popular baptist movement, tlaeaknes, who were opposed to the
Pharisees’ movement which had become more and entneme and hard-line. Joseph and
Mary must have been close to this baptist movenvemth was already calling for people to
be converted and baptized as a sign of purificativaspective of whether they were Jews,
Samaritans or pagan Roman soldiers. By going lto ar baptism and later baptizing in his
own right, Jesus was clearly distancing himselinfithe Temple practices, in order to make it
clear that he was worshipping God the Father initSand in Truth at the risk of losing
everything.

But let us return to Jesus' family and look la¢ twvorld in which they lived. This
environment will, in fact, enable us to better wstend their true identity.

Jesus knew the people in his parables. He khewpoor woman searching all over her
house for the silver coin that she had lost antingatogether her friends and neighbors to
celebrate when she had found it. Wasn'’t she orneeopoor women his mother knew so well
in Nazareth? The shepherd who left his ninety-simeep to go and look for the one that was
lost, must also have been one of those known tasJe$hen there was the beggar, Lazarus,
the widow who went on complaining until she worevdothe corrupt judge to win her case
against the man who was exploiting her. These akrecal people. The poor widow, who
put her two little copper coins into the offertdogx in the Temple, was known to Jesus. That
is why he could be sure that, "She gave more tharothers, because the others put in what
they had to spare of their riches; but she, po@hass, put in what she had to live on".



Jesus lived alongside all of these people dunisgchildhood and adolescence because his
parents lived among them. He had seen for himdedfcasual laborers waiting to be hired
each day at the vineyards. He had seen for hintkelf despair as the end of the day
approached and they were still waiting. He knewepts who used to go out secretly after
dark to a friend's house to beg for some breadderao feed their children. He knew that
neighbor who was willing to give, perhaps more olirritation than kindness. These were
the kind of people that Jesus' family lived withhese were the poor people who taught him
little by little where his mission lay.

In the countryside around Galilee with its flerfields and luxurious vineyards, the ordinary
people were exploited by the big landowners who enthetir lives unbearable. It was here
that Jesus learned that the strong exploit the \medkthat the weak in their turn exploit those
who are weaker still. He reminds us of this in plagable of the unjust steward, who, despite
the extraordinary generosity of his master in leg him from his debt, had another person
thrown into prison over a tiny sum.

Jesus had lived through all of these eventy, wexe part of his life. He had suffered in the
flesh because of them and through them had leaabedt people and about the ways of the
world. He had learned that if he took the sid¢hefordinary people with whom he belonged
and of the very poorest of the poor, then he wdaddsacrificing his whole life. He had
sensed from experience that there was no othertavawoid being trapped by those with
power and intellect. He had learned from livinghahis parents that this was what he had to
do to make sure that no one, however poor, waoigfand that he would bring everyone to
salvation.

Jesus had learned from Mary and Joseph abong la¢ientive towards other people and
feeling one's heart melting out of pity towardsemgle without a shepherd. This much is
clear even if the Gospels tell us little about tHée together. Mary's reaction at Cana is a
telling example of how sensitive she was. It waarWwhnd Joseph who taught Jesus that you
never give a stone to someone who wants a piebesafl or a snake to someone asking for a
fish or a scorpion instead of an egg.

It was living in a very poor family and havingdo without things that made Jesus sensitive
to the suffering of others, to their sickness arfamities, to their hunger and to the contempt
heaped on them. His mother, who "treasured athede things in her heart,” understood his
mission in life. She knew that she had to mouklideheart so that he could offer it to the
world. Just as we should all mould our childrehéarts, so that tomorrow they may be a
source of hope for the world.

Jesus developed his understanding of his migston seeing the way in which his parents
lived out their daily lives. Growing up in a motidamily, he learned what it was to go
without, to be of service to other people, andhars things with them. At his parents' side,
who gave up everything for love, he learned howote his stricken people and in particular
the poorest amongst them. Giving out of love m@neep in him that he would even give up
his own family.

4. Washing the Disciples' Feet, an Essential Act &enouncement



St. Mark reminds us that there was a time whesugl mother became frightened and tried
to hold him back. "Who is my mother? Who are mgtlhers?" was his reply, "Whoever
does the will of my Father". On another occasiesud said that, "Whoever loves his father
or mother more than me is not fit to be my disciplelis rule of life was to risk everything, to
leave everything behind, just as Mary and Josephdioae, to put himself on the bottom rung
of the ladder, so that others could be freed amad ¢reryone without exception could be
saved.

Jesus showed us what it means to serve oth@tegemhen he washed the Disciples' feet.
The Disciples were his new family, "I no longerlgadu servants but friends, because | have
made known to you what | have learned from the étdth

He built up this family step by step, callingetBisciples one after the other. He made it in
the image of his own family so that it too wouldnigr salvation to the whole world, as did his
own. And when the hour came to live a decisive monwith them, a moment of fear and
distress, a moment of abandonment in which all doded one another desperately in order
to hold on and to keep on believing and loving agfaall hope, Jesus did what his mother and
Joseph had taught him : he divested and humbledédtimHe took a basin of water and a
towel and knelt down in front of his disciples astdrted to wash their feet.

When it was time to wash their feet, Jesus skhigs Disciples as his parents had served
him, and had made him into the man he was. Hestédehimself just as his parents had done
to prepare his future. Peter did not want to lveeskin this way, "Are you going to wash my
feet, Lord?" he cried, "Never at any time will yaash my feet!" Jesus answered him: "If |
do not wash your feet, you will have nothing in enon with me." Why did he say this?
"Because if you are not cleansed, then you willbable to love." By washing the disciples'
feet Jesus reminded them of the forgiveness withunith love is impossible. He reminded
them of humility and of what it means to forget thgistices and wrongs done to us.

By washing their feet, Jesus was doing more g®awming, he was offering reconciliation.
Any family lasts because of its constant acts a@bmeiliation, its small daily gestures of
renewed attention for one another. In this waylean to express our feelings; we show
family members how much they count in our lives hod much we care for them.

It is impossible to grow in love without suchidoveness, reconciliation, and cleansing. The
beginning of every Mass, of every service of thdyHbommunion means a renewal of this
washing of the feet. The renewappens when we ask God to forgive us our sinseas w
forgive others and receive their forgiveness innret

Washing the Disciples’ feet proclaimed in a talegway that love of which Christ would
give us a perfect image. That love goes to the eed; all the way to giving one's life for
those whom one loves. When Jesus said to Petérgddl not wash your feet, you will have
nothing in common with me", he also meant: "If ysannot accept my friendship, how will
you accept that | am going to die for you and ttwat will be saved by my death?"

It took that act of love, which at the same tiraeonciled and purified, which all at once
respected and put everyone on the same levelhéoDisciples to understanoh the days to
come, that everything was fulfilled in love. Itquéred that act of love for the disciples to
realize that from then on they would have to huntbéanselves, to meet others in a spirit of
poverty, humility and truth, in order to save them.



In washing their feet, Jesus set them a coneretienple, "You call me Teacher and Lord
and it is right that you do so, because that is Wam. | your Lord and Teacher have just
washed your feet. You then should wash one aretfest".

The Church must constantly live in this statgpoferty, humility and freedom, because it
conveys the living message of Jesus. And the yamihich is the crucible for this message,
must live in the same state the Church is expeotéde.



5. The Family - a School for the Love which Liberags.

Since the family is the first community joinimmeople in a common destiny, where they
experience their apprenticeship in love, it is plece where the will to love, and to build men
and women capable of loving in their turn, is pubipractice.

We often tend to think that serving our brothmursst lead us beyond our familiar horizons,
beyond our families. We often feel that commitmergans first of all getting involved in
alien territory. However, the life of Christ tells something completely different.

Christ reminds us that our first commitment esdur nearest and dearest, to our own
community, our parish and our neighborhood. Heimdsus that we live as Christians to the
extent that we look for him first and foremost amsinthe poorest people in our parishes,
neighborhoods, and families. It is only when they strengthened by this daily experience of
love, reconciliation, and service that both theifg@nd the Church will be a sign of salvation
for the world.

True divestment means first of all loving thedso are closest to us. Only the love of those
closest to us can prevent us from becoming indalidtic, egotistical, idealistic or self-
righteous; from deceiving ourselves. Only suchel@an stop us from taking ourselves too
seriously.

| have always been struck by the fact that tashing of feet draws us inwards, within our
inner selves, our own families, our parishes, amdcommunities. It is through the washing
of the feet that | have come to understand thathiag out to help other people at the expense
of those nearest to us is a false move. For @hastians, the Church is and must always be
the community which we love and respect abovethkrs. The Church is often criticized for
being too inward-looking and for not being concereaough with social and political issues,
for not standing up for solidarity outside its owalls. But what do we expect when we ask
this of the Church of Jesus Christ? Doesn't Clexpect infinitely more of His Church?

Isn't the question that we should rather beraskurselves and the Church how to join the
poorest people and how to love them? How can n& Jesus Christ amongst the poorest
people of our time, so that we can give our lovetheoSavior? If we put the right questions to
the Church, we would enable it to transform soaiadl political issues and the question of
solidarity into love for the poor. It is here thtae Church's real and specific task lies. Our
guestioning should make the Church curious, impated loving with respect to the poor.
Otherwise, our questions are of no use to her.

The Church will transform everything into lovatiis itself in love with the poor. Families
in poverty themselves will show us the way. TEkiguist what a poor and illiterate woman did
in London when she said to a volunteer whom she d@tke to see to get help for her
daughter: "Before you go and see my daughter, gotalk to your own friends first". She
didn't say, "Your fellow team-members"”, or "youlldes workers", or "Your colleagues”, but
"Your friends".

We do not always realize just what the poorgpeet from us. They expect us to be people
who bring them hope and love. The families inghanty-town of Noisy-le-Grand often used
to ask us, "Why are you doing this"? And we woaldwer, "Because we love you". To be
able to bring hope is to know how to love and teeldirst of all those with whom we live and



10

work. Without such love at the outset, our furthemmitments have no meaning, they lead
nowhere; they are a form of escapism.

As Christians, we are the ones who are callathup debunk the debates about society,
politics, and solidarity by bringing out their tra@gmension which is love. Of course, it is
vitally important to walk with the poorest as comjmas. It is also crucial that in our social
and political milieus we make a stand against tnggs However, as Christians, we can never
be content just to denounce and accuse. We mil&r rappose injustice by understanding
and being open-minded; by changing our ways ohgjyviacting, and speaking so that others
may accept doing likewise.

The family remains the best place to learn tciice this. In fact being part of a family
compels us to question ourselves constantly. atldaus to live to the fullest simple, everyday
gestures. It continually pushes us to be openterstso that they may fully develop what is
essential to them. Making others feel welcomedsngs to make room for them in our hearts
and time for them in our lives. Our brothers arstess, husband and wife, our children and
close friends, all those who are part of our witdenily, demand this of us. Nothing could
ever replace such a unique school for life. TogetRamily and Church must be determined
to build homes and communities where love flourssivehere all have such mutual love that
all they want is to see each other happy and tlullfilled". We shall manage to do this
insofar as we look at the world through the eyethefpoor, insofar as we act like the poor,
making gestures which are true to life and calioudivesting ourselves.

We are invited to divest ourselves of hatredictsm, and pre-conceived ideas which stop
us getting close to each other. We must find stngadstures which leave the other person
free to find his way and to love in his turn. Weishact as the launching pad from which
others can take flight freely, without trying tcctéite to them ahead of time the promised land
which they should reach.

This is the core of total detachment, a freetyoeaced poverty of spirit, which puts the
other person first, which calls for a look of tenuess that allows the other person to feel
loved and respected and pushed to the fore. Hfisfor a loving outlook which enables the
other person to commit himself in his turn. Whistag, if the other's commitment is mine too
and thus becomes a common commitment.

This pathway is precisely the one which the &fan Family is required to take. It is also
the way to take for all men and women of good wilio are entirely committed to the
building of a more human world, a world where eveingle person can be a source of love
for those around him, able to live a life of lovedauild a world of love.

And so you see that here we are concerned wittegong infinitely greater than ourselves,
which encompasses all of humanity. It is the qoastf our co-existence, of our living with
our fellow human beings. It is a question of thiat of co-existence which enables the other
person to be continually present in our lives ainictv makes us strive to see others succeed
in their turn in creating and sharing love.

For a great love can never be kept to oneself.

II' THE FAMILY, THE PATHWAY TO EVANGELIZATION
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Introduction - The Poorest Families, Messengers @ hrist

Christmas in the Beauchamp's family had beenlikes any other day, perhaps even worse.
There was absolutely nothing to tell you that isveaholiday, not even a special meal to make
them forget their misery for a while and allow theat to their heart's content. However, for
us who are gathered here today, the Beauchampled@thristmas might help clarify the
true meaning of Christ's Nativity and the purposéis coming to live and die amongst the
poor so that all men might have life.

Some time after that Christmas Eve, | asked Bkauchamp how he had felt about
Christmas. He lowered his head and gave no anstterthought for a while, and then told
me very quietly: "We had nothing, it was awful.Then after a moment's pause he continued:
"Perhaps that is what Christmas is all about. #&eshthat was what Jesus' Christmas was
like." And he who had never spoken about God homs the slightest interest in religion
before, continued: "It's true, we all need to beesa we're really pitiful failures." What a
revelation coming from this frail, badly-dressedydaunobtrusive man, who has such
difficulty in expressing himself. This revelatioall the very poor would disclose it to us, if
only we knew how to listen to them and to look upioem with love.

One day, tired out by his journey, Jesus satndby Jacob's well... To the Samaritan
woman who offered him a drink he said, "If only yknew what God gives and who it is that
is asking you for a drink, you would have asked himd he would have given you life-giving
water". By meditating upon this encounter and Sesords, we will come to understand the
fundamental nature of the change required of winrelationship with the poor. In truth, he,
who was in greatest need, is the one with mostite. g We, who thought that we had
something to give, are the ones who need to rece@er own need for salvation thus
becomes a means of sharing our faith in Jesus tChEsangelizing the poor, the mission
which Christ gave to his Church, becomes a questi@aillowing the poor to bring the Good
News to us. If we united our lives with those loé ppoorest, they would pass God's Gift back
to us.

Every family, no matter how crushed it may bepoyerty, is in fact the bearer of a unique
message, that of Jesus the miserable one, of demies wretched in every way, yet without
sin. The Church is continually reminding us ofsthevery family in deepest poverty has the
right to know that it is Christ's message.

By your presence here, you demonstrate thatayewasking yourselves that very question,
"How in our own families can we live out the realdf Christ's message of liberation"? |
would like to broaden this question by adding, "Hocam we become the ones who search out
and bring to light the message of Christ amongsntbst deprived families"?

6. The Family of Jesus as Missionary.

Last year here at Erpent, the Most Reverend slaugeminded us that, "The family is not
simply a symbol; it is also the place where the iIChwcan be brought to life”. It is in its
family that a child learns to believe and to hofeejet love grow in his heart. the Most
Reverend Houssiau also reminded us that God hd&lenoe in every one of our families,
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that He knows that each life, however broken ithhige, can be restored to its original beauty
despite its weakness and suffering. The Churchaleasys borne witness to this. It holds up
Christ's family as the model for the Christian fgnaind therefore for the family charged with
a mission, with the conviction that every familycedled to the same mission.

There is a German proverb which says, "An appieer falls far from the tree-trunk”. Itis a
way of explaining why children are so like theirrguats, why they so often follow in their
footsteps and why one generation carries on whereother left off. It was the same for
Jesus, who chose to be like us and share in egpgctaof human life.

But as we have already seen, the family canaahbught of simply in terms of a man, a
woman and their children. The family belongs toaaticular milieu, to a society with which
it is in constant contact by virtue of shared iddaslings and plans. So when we speak of
Jesus, we are implicitly making a reference tofamsily, his milieu and the people he lived
with. Christ's was a close-knit family, becauseythnew that God had given them a message
which they had to pass on to those nearest to tteetheir people, and to all mankind.

Mary was the first one to receive the messagdetAnnunciation. The Angel told her,
"Your child will be great and will be called the r5of the Most High God. The Lord God
will make him a king as his ancestor David was. Wik be the king of the descendants of
Jacob forever... For this reason, the holy childlva called the Son of God".

If Joseph took Mary for his wife, it was becahgetoo had been given an assurance by God
that this child, who was not his own, would be Sevior of his people. Therefore, Jesus'
family was by virtue of its vocation an integralrpaf a people and of the history of the
people of God.

As it follows the example of Jesus' family, gv&amily bears a message of love to pass on
to the world. Every child, rich or poor, carriesn@ssage for the future. In every family and
in every child, there is something of infinite valdor those around them and for all of
mankind. Our society shows that it does not alwayderstand this by the way in which we
try to arrange things so that the poorest womentwawe children.

Love grows as it is shared; it is in giving lawat a family shapes and strengthens itself. It
was by dealing energetically with the problems ef Hay that Mary grew in her belief that
her child really was the Savior. When she talleetiér cousin, she didn't even mention the
child she was expecting. Instead, she spoke o%éheation which, through her, was already
present with her people. She talked about, "...gteat things the Almighty has done for
me... He has scattered the proud in their conckié.has brought down the mighty from their
thrones and lifted up the lowly. He has filled tmengry with good things and sent the rich
away empty".

Mary and Joseph's mission from then on was toerttze message known. God would open
the shepherds' eyes. They would see in that gulth wrapped in swaddling clothes by his
mother that peace was possible from then on foseghsho wanted it, and that even the
heavens would burst forth with joy.

Then they would have to make the message knowhet Magi from the East. Mary and
Joseph would explain its meaning to them. Thiddchvas God's Gift. Every child bears
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witness to human love, but love is always at risk turns in on itself. The child in the
manger was a gift, a God-given gift of love.

As bearers of the message, Mary and Josephtwéme Temple to offer their child to God.
Simeon, the godly old man, and Anna the prophetass before them a poor child whose
parents could only afford two doves as a sacrifittewas God who opened their eyes and
filled them with his way of looking at things. Saon and Anna were people of faith and
hope. They had complete confidence in God. Thernewvaiting for a new world; they didn't
need Mary and Joseph to say anything. Simeon amn& Aaw and believed.

When | think of Mary, | can picture Carol, a yguwoman from Haiti. Without saying
anything, she took me by the hand and led me iatdittle hut in the shanty-town of Port au
Prince. She lived there with her mother, her rthand sisters. She wanted me to see her
new-born baby. He was there on the bed, dreskedliittle prince, whilst his mother was
only wearing a torn dress. | wondered how she mhadaged it. Her face was just a big
smile, full of tenderness and hope, as Mary's rhase been when she went to the Temple,
poor but happy to see her son acknowledged forhvehwas.

The secret of Simeon's and Anna's faith resiéise fact that Mary and Joseph only had a
poor child to present at the Temple, and that he warth his weight in gold, more than all
the wisdom and power in the world. However, Simaad Anna were well aware of how
cruel the world could be to children, especiallythey were known to be messengers of
Salvation. Simeon foresaw that the child wouldoemter great difficulties in accomplishing
the mission assigned to him by God. He foresaw hispoverty would be scandalous to
those who were expecting a Messiah coming in pamelr glory. Simeon could see that he
would be crushed and that Mary his mother woulcehzer heart pierced by sorrow.

Very little is said in the Gospels about thelyegears of Jesus' life. Was his family
inactive? Of course not! In Nazareth, Mary ansept prepared Jesus for his mission. They
were very much involved in the life of their peapléoseph, the carpenter, was well-known in
the area, no doubt because of his trade but atsthea Gospels tell us, because he was a
righteous man and therefore a committed believer.

"An apple never falls far from the tree-trunkve said just now, "A good tree bears good
fruits, you will be known by your fruits”. In thiway Jesus' adult life enables us to find out
about his parents’ life. Now we begin to recogmiepicture which the Gospels had revealed
to us with light brushstrokes. St. Matthew hasaily told us that Joseph, having discovered
that Mary was pregnant, did not want to disgraaeplblicly. He made plans to break off the
engagement privately. This was not the usual wayhich people behaved in Jewish society
when faced with such a disappointment. This shosvshat Joseph had clear ideas about
justice and that, for him, justice went far beydhd requirements of the Law. His adopted
son would always remember the lesson and would paieelaim, "I have not come to abolish
the Law, but to fulfil it".

In addition, Joseph who had been taught the Wbr@od, had his own ideas about his
condition as a poor person, about the situatioth@fJewish people in Galilee, oppressed not
only by the Romans but also by the mighty amonlet Jewish people. He had his own
views about the way the Pharisees and other polveefple conducted themselves. Jesus
made Joseph's ideas his own. If he made a stamdsaghe people with power, it was
because with Mary and Joseph he had lived througtexperience of the abuses which were
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pulling their people apart. It was from them ahdse around them, that he had learned all
that he knew about the discrepancy between theuobrad the elite and the teachings of the
Scriptures.

We can be quite sure that the burning issuethaf day were the subject of Mary and
Josephs' prayers. The Romans, the Pharisees, ,H#redZealots, the people being
systematically ground down into poverty, the motexnders bleeding the peasants dry with
charges they could not afford, the lack of any gebon for women, widows, or orphans, the
arrogance of the people of the Temple faced bylfasnwithout the pennies to pay their tithes
or to conform to the rituals... Mary and Josephenietimately acquainted with all of these
matters. They, who already knew that Jesus wasSHngor, became bearers of hope,
preached and practiced justice, brotherhood, ani.tr

Jesus Christ would outgrow his adopted fathzgut like every father, Joseph would gain a
greater stature as a man and as a father as higreanup. He too must have grown in
wisdom and justice.

7. The Family which wants its Son to be Greater thaltself.

Being a family with a mission, Mary and Jose@remvto discover all too soon that their son
had to devote himself to his own mission, "Didrduyknow that | had to be in my Father's
house?", he said to them at the age of twelve, wieyy were worried sick by his
disappearance. He was very attached to them. twthe Annunciation, the Incarnation,
and the Presentation at the Temple would meanngthithem, if they had not helped him to
see things through to the very end, beyond hislyarmis neighborhood and the little town of
Nazareth. If he was the Messiah, it would be atTtemple that everything would be played
out. It would be in God's house that God would endlks ways known.

Jesus had asked, "Who is my mother? Who arérothers?" Immediately, he answered,
"Whoever does what my Father in heaven wants hifn tanot in word only, not by
expressing fine-sounding sentiments, but by geitinglved in bringing God's Kingdom into
existence.

Ever since Jesus had left Nazareth, Mary's comemt, would be to devote herself to
spreading the message, to supporting her son fawnam in his mission and accompanying
him into the midst of abandonment amongst the pbercrippled, the wretched, and the lost
souls.

The Gospels tell us that Mary was at Jesus' amengst the group of women who
accompanied him. No doubt, all the signs foreshadbothe fact that he would look towards
his own people, that he would choose his Discifile® amongst those without qualifications
or prestige. They were the first to be chosennneadless line of priests, religious and
dedicated laity, whose parents would often sayfwlgt "Our son, our daughter, were so
intelligent, honest, and skillful. They had a figure in front of them. We sacrificed
everything to give them a good start in life. Ammlv they're throwing it all away”.

One day a mother said to me, "My daughter becamwelunteer in the middle of all these
rejects! Father, you just can't imagine anythikg that! She's going to come home with me
or else I'm going to sue you!" How often I've bemttused by parents of leading their
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children astray, of taking them into the depthgraery to live alongside families without

hearth or home, amongst starving and illiteratédobin. "She is so beautiful”, said another
mother to me while talking about her daughter, wias a volunteer with the Fourth World

Movement, "She's crazy; she's going to throw lieraway".

It is not difficult to imagine the family of Jes feeling uneasy about his choice of mixing
with the "rejects". Wouldn't Joseph and Mary hawenetimes said to themselves, "He's out
of his mind, what a waste"?

Yet Mary did follow Jesus as the Gospels tell 8he was always willing to help him carry
his message to the world. The first opportunityneaduring a wedding. Jesus had been
invited to the feast with his mother and his compas, when suddenly everything went
wrong. As so often happens, today just as in 8%, @ poor family's celebration was about to
end in humiliation. The family had run out of windhey had no money to buy any more,
even though they were surrounded by vineyards. kEowd they help the friends who had
invited them out of such an embarrassing situation?

Prompted by God, Mary thought of her son. Eteng came back to her: the
Annunciation, Joseph, Bethlehem, Herod, Anna anae8n, the Doctors of the Law
astounded that a child of poverty should understaedvays of God so well. It all crossed
her mind again. She gave him her full support tadithe family, "Do whatever he tells you.
Have faith!" And Jesus answered her expectatidnem going to do as you wish because
God, the Father, tells me to. Now He wants toaekis Son."

From that day forward Mary's path was mapped duen though the Gospels evoke only
the family's fears, before Jesus' intervention ana we know that Mary withdrew into the
background, that she risked everything so thagreatness could be made known. She could
not have done otherwise throughout Jesus' publigsiny. It was to be at the foot of the
Cross that she would affirm by her presence thatAhgel had not deceived her. Standing
beneath the Cross, Mary bore witness. She affirtina@dthe Angel had spoken the truth when
he said, "He will be great... The Lord God will neakim a king as his ancestor David was.
He will be the king of the descendants of Jacokwver, his kingdom will never end"! But
Mary also affirmed the truth of the words of themghmet Isaiah, "He will be despised and
rejected by mankind, a man of sorrows, a ruined"man

8. The Family of Jesus as Guardians of Salvation.

Mary, the missionary, was Mary humbled, strippéeéverything, who accepted the scandal
that her heart had predicted would happen evee diec distress at Bethlehem. From then on
a new form of motherhood welled up inside her,tfer Disciples and for all mankind. She
was the first irrefutable witness to the death masairrection of her son.

And so this family, Mary, Joseph, and Jesugvasy family would be from then on, was a
bearer of hope in the future, a witness that Gaesdwt abandon His people. Elizabeth, the
shepherds and the Magi, had all been convincemhe& and Anna and the Disciples had all
proclaimed it, and the centurion at the foot of thess was to proclaim his faith. The scandal
was spilling over everywhere. And that scandabad Himself, for those who see through
God's eyes because they believe.
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Mary and Joseph's vocation had been to showJésis, despite all the evidence to the
contrary, in his poverty, his misery and his cortgkelf-denial, from the manger to the cross,
was the Savior. Despite all the conflicting evidenpoverty love and hope did go hand in
hand. That is why we can address Mary in our peags:

Our Lady of those who have nothing,
Our Lady of those who are nothing,
Our Lady of those who can do nothing,
Our Lady of all people,

Pray for us.

9. Leaving Everything Behind to Evangelize the Poor

Every family is a source of light; every family ¢alled to spread its message beyond its time
on earth. Mary, entrusted to John's care, becamdlbther of the Church, which under her
care, would become with the passing centuriesCiingrch of the poor, as Vatican Il puts it.
The Church identifies itself with Mary and seeksbexome like her, as we are reminded in
the encyclical, "Lumen Gentium."

Still, to become like Mary, means to humble @atfeso live out the Magnificat each day, to
glorify God and put the conceited in their placeyé-establish justice for the poorest. They
represent Jesus in our midst. Still, as Mary didhier son, so in every part of the Church, we
must make the most disadvantaged families our nedaed partners. The first duty of every
Christian family, indeed of every family, is to @ns that the poorest people have the means
to take up their mission of love.

A mother, who had struggled for many years aiguoverty in an effort to keep her family
together, said when she began to tell us her idets”l hope that all those who've been
through what I've been through, will understand mvkigey read this book, that they are not
the only ones to have suffered. We are human beilige need people who have the courage
to believe in us and give us a chance to takeafawar own children.”

If we believe in the poorest people, we willatiger how much faith, hope and charity are
written into their lives, how they long for a spiral life. For the Holy Spirit dwells in them
as well. Yet they are deprived of the means tawvshe and even to prove it to themselves.
That is why their faith, their hope and their chadre such a wonder. The Church should be
falling over itself to bring them the Good News.

| remember a man who was devastated when hidrehi were taken away from him
because he was said to have neglected them. Heawasmber of a group of families
involved with the Fourth World Movement. Thanksthds group, he had been able to regain
his dignity. He felt responsible for other povestyicken families. And so each morning, on
his away to work, he would go out of his way to walp some children and make sure that
they got to school on time. How could you failiant to reassure such a man that he belongs
to Jesus Christ?

The evangelization of the poorest is a dutythe missionary family. For the very poor
have the right to love and to give their help tosth worse off than themselves. It is our duty,
but it is also our good fortune to share this Gotmvs with them. For in return, we must
allow ourselves to be evangelized by the pooresplee to learn from them that faith, hope,
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and charity are not merely a passing experienceangelizing means a serious long-term
commitment to stand by them.

Extreme poverty is disgusting. How can youdadiin God, when no one believes in you?
How can you live out God's story, when your lifetean to shreds because you have to
struggle to get by from day to day? How can yoagme what God is like, when your
horizons are confined to the slum, the streetgtbeery store, or the bar? When you have no
possible way of making any kind of plans for yoamily, your social or spiritual life, how
can you make sense of events in terms of God'satelan?

A Church, which recognizes that its first vooatis to make a preferential option for the
poorest, cannot stay away from the areas whererfyoigeat its worst. It must bring faith,
hope, and charity into deserted areas, housing@syjslums, and places where squatters live,
wherever Christ's body suffers most today. Therggtdamilies are waiting for other Marys
and Josephs to come to them, new heralds of thel Gews. They are waiting for families
who are prepared to give up everything to bury tedaes in the heart of the poorest areas,
even at the price of continually humbling themsglaad giving up their possessions.

"What do you want from me?" Madame Garcia askeslunteer from the Fourth World
Movement. Madame Garcia lived in appalling comdis with her family in a poor part of
Marseilles. "What is it that you want? You'reratfy girl; you've got a father and a mother,
a roof over your head and a chair to sit on. irelwhat you want from me"? The volunteer
said nothing. She stayed rooted to the spot, cetelglat a loss for words. So before she left,
Madame Garcia took her in her arms and kissed her.

The action of the Church and that of familiegkirmy alongside the most deprived must be
a commitment like this, instilled with tendernesa hlso with perseverance. Otherwise, how
is Madame Garcia going to believe in the Churchenvit says in Christ's name: "I chose you
first and loved you first. Now, love one anothemy name"?

Whenever it repeats Jesus' words, the Churchonly be telling the truth if Christ is
present in our families, as a family-member. Hena$ some guest with whom we speak
vaguely from time to time. He must be a friend whwe find seated around the table in
prayer, whom we greet in the morning, whom we nasetdults in the Church's daily worship
and in the evening when we pray together as a yanklle must be a friend whom we consult
before making big decisions, especially those winmght have repercussions for the poorest
people. It must be the same in school if you a@aaher, in your place of work, in political
life, in your organizations and Labor Unions. Aball, it must be true in the Church.

10. The Family as Guardian of this Heritage.

If some people are called to leave everythingrmk others are needed to support them in
their commitment. Getting involved is never a pyngersonal matter. The whole Church
must search for the poorest, for the lost she¢prebkponsibility and therefore ours too, is to
support those whom we send out amongst the wretchtdok earth. Together we must teach
each other how to offer true charity to our suffgrbrothers and sisters, otherwise the fire we
light will soon die down in the face of disappoimms and set-backs. To abandon those
whom we have befriended is worse than to have dtayey. A broken promise does not
help the other person to grow; on the contranpdteases his misery.
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Your family is the testing-ground of this educat Taking shape there before you is the
inheritance which you pass on to your children,,@htbugh them, to the world, and to the
poorest people, to those who will be the Churckoaforrow. What kind of legacy will you
leave for your children and for the world?

I would like to share with you my deep convictithat in you, in all of the families gathered
here today, we can see replicas of Jesus' familichwtook such pains, patiently day by day,
to teach their son to love the most humble peofiarting today, you are the testing-ground
for the love of the weakest. You and your famibies the ideal place where that heritage can
be guaranteed.

However, the first step will always be to tumthose nearest to you. Who is the loneliest
person in my family? Who are the children whom dkigers don't want to play with? Which
are the families in my area who are looked down &dRich are the families from my parish
who never come to Church, because they think thaia Church of the rich?

How fortunate the Church is to have found yaul éhousands of Christian families like
you, marching together, thousands of families segkb be missionary families. How
fortunate for the poorest families, if you are @egul to get involved with them wherever you
are, if you decide to build a society with them wehgistice and brotherhood reign.

And where Jesus can dwell amongst us.

Note:

1 This text has been translated from the origimaehEh version, entitled, “Vivre I'Evangile dansHamille,” in
the Collection Cahiers de Baillet, Editions Quamnde, Paris, France, 1993, 46 pp. It represesteach that
Joseph Wresinski wrote for the Fifth Meeting DayAPAP (the Association des Parents, Anciens etsAdhoi
Patro) which took place on March 12, 1988 in Erp&atigium. It was delivered in Erpent by Alwine Wes
van Steenwijk, President of the International MoeatmrATD Fourth World, shortly after Father Josepiésath
(on February 14, 1988).
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